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JDO.VT.o  „,„ch,nrc.Ji;;,„„, 
I  -levcr  ain't  J,ad  „,  slunv  ; 
^"'  ^  '^■'^  K"'  a  iniddlin'  ti.du  «np  si, 

On  the  handful  o'  things  I   ku.,.- 
I  don't  pan  out  on  the  prophets 

And  free-wii,,  and  that  ..t  of  U,i„,, 

^-  ^  ''•'-  in  Cod  and  the  an,e,s, 
Lver  sencc  one  ni^ht  la.t  sprinjj. 

I  con,e  „,to  town  with  some  tn.nips 
Andnn-  little  Gabe  come  alo„<._ 
No  four-year-old  in  the  county 

Could  beat  h,m  for  pretty  and  stron,. 
Peart  and  chipper  and  sassy, 

Always  ready  to  swear  and  fud.t  _ 
^"d  I  'd  larnt  hin,  to  chaw  terblcker 
Jest  to  keep  liis  milk-teeth  white. 


LITTLE    BREECHES. 

The  sncw  ome  down  like  a  blanket 

As  I  passed  by  Taggart's  store; 
I  went  in  for  a  jug  of  molasses 

And  left  the  team  at  the  door. 
They  scared  at  something  and  started,- 

I  heard  one  little  squall, 
And  holl-to-split  over  tlie  prairie 

Vv'ent  team,  Little  Breeches,  and  all. 
Hell-to-split  over  the  prairie! 

I  was  almost  froze  with  skecr ; 
Rut  we  rousted  out  some  torches. 

And  sarched  for  'em  far  and  near. 

At  last  we  struck  hosses  and  wagon, 

Snowed  under  a  soft  white  mound, 

Upsot,  dead  beat,— but  of  httle  Gabe 

No  hide  nor  hair  was  found. 
And  here  all  hope  soured  on  me, 

Of  my  fellow-critter's  aid,— 
I  jest  Hopped  down  on  my  marrow-bones, 
Crotch-deep  in  the  snow,  and  prayed. 


LITTLE    DREECHES. 

Ry  tliis,  the  tore,     was  played  out, 

And  inc  anJ  Isrui  P;.rr 
Went  off  for  some  wo„d  to  a  shcqvfold 

Tliat  he  said  was  somewhar  tliar. 

We  found  it  at  last,  and  a  little  shed 

Where  they  shut  up  the  lambs  at  niRht. 
We  looked  in  and  seen  them  huddled  thar, 

So  warm  and  sleepy  and  white ; 
And  THAR  sot  Little  Breeches  and  chirped, 

As  peart  aa  ever  you  see, 
"  I  want  a  chaw  of  tcrbackcr, 
And  that's  what's  the  matter  with  me." 

How  did  he  git  thar  ?     Angels. 

He  could  never  have  walked  in  that  storm. 
They  jest  scooj-  ^,1  down  and  toiod  him 

To  whar  it  was  safe  and  Wcirm. 
And  I  think  that  saving  a  little  child, 

And  bringing  him  to  his  own, 
Is  a  derned  sight  better  businers 
Than  loafing  around  The  Throne. 
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JIM  i![,ri-».so, 

"I'   run  ruAiKir.  iiki.i.f.. 

I^ALL.  „„,   I  ,,^„.t  ,,.||  ,,,,,,^  ,_^  ,.^,^^_ 

'•'■case  l,c  ,i,„a  live,  ycui  see; 
Loa.hv:,ys,   he's  rj-t  out   ,.f  tl.e  l,,,bit 

Of  livin'  like  you  and  me. 
Whar  have  yon  been  for  the  last  three  year 

That  you   h.-vc   n't   h.ard   folks   tell 
How  J„:,n,y  lihulso  passed  in  his  checks 
The  night  of  the  Prairie  lielle  ? 

He  weren't  no  saint,- them  engineers 

Is  all  pretty  much  alike,— 
Out  wife  in  Natche^-under-the-IIill 

And  another  one  here,  in  Pike  ; 
A  l<eerless  man  in  his  talk  was  Jim, 

And  an  awkward  hand  in  a  row, 
But  he  never  fl  ,nked,  and  he  never  l,ed,_ 
I  reckon  he  never  knowed  how. 
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JIM    BLUDSO. 

An,l  Ihis  n;iK  all  tlu;  religion  lie  had,— 

Til  treat  his  engine  well; 
N-vir  !„■  ,,■,-,!•,<:,!  nn  tlio  river; 

T.i  mnwl  the  pi!.,fs  lull  ; 
And  if  ever  the  Prairie  Hellc  took  fire,— 

A  thousand  times  ho  swore, 
He'd   )!,,I,!   her  nozzle  a,rin   the   bank 
Till  the  last  sonl  jr,,t  ashore. 

All  boats  has  their  day  ..n  the  Missi.si,,; 

And  her  day  come  at  last,— 
The  Movastar  was  a  better  boat,* 

lint  the  Belle  she  7,vuM  u't  bo  par,sr> 
And  so  she  come  tiaria'  alon-  tliat   ni-lit  — 

The  oldest  craft      ii  the  line  — 
With  a  nig-er  scjuat    .n  her  safety.^■alvc, 
And  her  furnace  crammed,  rosin  and  pine. 

The  fire  bust  mn  as  she  cleared  th<.  bar. 

And  burnt  a  hole  in  the  mVht, 
And  quick  as  a  flash  she  turned,  and  made 

For  that  wilier-bank  on  the  rifrht. 
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JIH    BLUDSO. 

There  was  runnin'  and  cursin',  but  Jim  yelled  out, 

Over  all  the  infernal  roar, 
"  I  '11  hold  her  nozzle  agin  the  bank 

Till  the  last  galoot  's  ashore." 

Through  the  hot,  black  breath  of  the  burnin'  boat 

Jim  Bludso's  voice  was  hear  J, 
And  they  all  had  trust  in  his  cussedness, 

And  knowed  he  would  keep  his  word. 
And,  sure  's  you  're  born,  they  all  got  off 

Afore  the  smokestacks  fell,— 
And  Bludso's  ghost  went  up  alone 

In  the  smoke  of  the  Prairie  Belle. 

He  were  n't  no  saint,— but  at  jedgment 

I  'd  run  my  chance  with  Jim, 
'Longside  of  some  pious  gentlemen 

That  would  n't  shook  hands  with  him. 
He  seen  his  duty,  a  dead-sure  thing,— 

And  went  for  it  tliar  and  then; 
And  Christ  ain't  a  going  to  be  too  hard, 
On  a  man  that  died  for  men. 
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BANTY  TIM. 
(remarks   of   sergf.ant  tilmon  joy  to  the  white 

MAN'S    COMMITTEE    OF    SPUNKY    POINT,    ILLINOIS.) 

T  RECKON  I  git  your  drift,  gents,— 

You   'low  the  boy  sha'  n't   stay ; 
This  is  a.  white  man's  country ; 

You  're  Dimocrats,  you  say ; 
And  whereas,  and  seein',  and  wherefore, 

The  times  bein'  all  out  o'  j'int, 
The  nigger  has  got  to  mosey 

Fron-    the  limits  o'  Spunky  P'int  ! 

Le's  reason  the  thing  a  minute  : 
I  'm  an  old-fashioned  Dimocrat  too, 

Thoug',  I  laid  my  politics  out  o'  the  way, 
For  to  keep  till  the  war  was  through. 
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dNTY    TIM. 

But  I  come  back  here,  allowin' 

To  vote  as   I  used  to  do, 
Though  it  gravels  me  like  the  devil  to  train 

Along  o'  sich  fools  as  you. 

Now  dog  my  cat-   ef  I   kin   see. 

In   all   tlie  hght   .<{  the  day, 
What  you  've  got   to  do  witli   the  question 

Ef  Tim   shiU  go  or  stay. 
And  furder  than  that   I  give  notice, 

Ef  one   of  you  tetches  the  boy. 
He  kin   check  his  trunks  ti«  a   warmer  clime 

Than  he  '11  find  in    lUanov. 


Why,  blame  your  ln-.-irts,  jest    hear   me! 

You   know  that   ungodly  day 
When  our  left  struck  \'icksburg  Heights,  how  ripped 

And  torn   and  tattered  we  lay. 
When  the  rest  retreated   1   stayed  behind, 

Fur  reasons   sufli.cient  to   me, — 
With  a  rib  caved  in.   and  a  leg  on  a.  strike, 

I  sprawled  on  that  damned  glacee. 
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BANTY   TIM. 

Lord  !  liow  the  hot  sun   went   for  us, 

And  br'iled  and   lilistcred   and   burned  ! 
How  the   Rebel  bullets  whiz;;cd   round  us 

When  a.  cuss  in   his  death-grip  turned  ! 
Till  along  toward   dusk   I  seen  a  thing 

I   could  n't   believe  for  a  spell : 
That  nigger  — that  Tim  — was  a  crawlin'  to  me 

Through  that  fire-proof,   gilt-edged   hell! 

The   Rebels  seen   him  as  quick  as  me. 

And  the  bullets  buzzed   like   bees  ; 
But  he  jumped  for  me   and   shouldered   me. 

Though  a  sliot  lirought  him  once  to  his  knees; 
But  he  staggered  up,  and  packed  me  off, 

With   a  dozen   stumbles   and  falls, 
Till  safe   in  our  lines   he  drapped  us  both, 

His  black   hide   riddled   with  balls. 

So,  my  gentle  gazelles,   thar's   my  answer. 

And  here  stays   Banty  Tim  : 
He  trumped   Dealli's   ace   for  me  that  day, 

And  I  'm   not  goin'  back  on  him  ; 
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BANTY   TIM. 

You  may  rezoloot  till  the  cows  come  home, 
But  ef  one  of  you  tetches  the  boy, 

He  '11  wrastle  his  hash  to-night  in  hell. 
Or  my  name  's  ngt  Tilmon  Joy  ! 
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THE    MYSTERY   OF   GILGAL. 

'TpHE  darkest,  strangest  mystery 

I  ever  read,   or  heern,  or  see, 
Is  "long  of  a  drink  at  Taggart's  Hall,— 
Tom  Taggart's  of  Gilgal. 

I  've  heern  the  tale  a  thousand  ways, 
But  never  could  git  through  the  maze 
That  hangs  around  that  queer  day's  doin's ; 
But   I  '11  tell  the  yarn  to  youans. 

Tom  Taggart  stood  behind  his   bar. 
The  time  was  fall,   the   skies  was  far. 
The  neighbors  round  the  counter  drawed. 
And  calmly  drinked  and  jawed. 

At  last  come  Colonel  Blood  of  Pike, 
And  old  Jedge  Phinn,  permiscus-like, 
And  each,   as  he  meandered  in. 
Remarked,  "A  whisky-skin." 
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THE    MYSTERY    OK    GILGAI.. 

T(,ni   mixed  the  l.cvcraKe   full  and   far, 
And  slammed  it,  smolcin-,  on   the  bar  ; 
Some  says  three  finders,   some  says  two,- 
I  '11  leave  the  c]i(;ice  to  you. 

Phinn  to   the  drink  put   forth   his  hand  ; 
Blood   drawed  his  knife,   with   accent   bland, 
"I   ax  yer  pardin-,    Mister   Phinn  — 
Jest  drap  that   \vhisky-skin." 

No  man   higii-toneder  could  be  found 
Than  old  Jcd;,^e  Phinn   the   eunntry  round. 
Says  he,  "Young  man,   the  tribe  of   Phinns 
Knows  their  own  whisky-skins!" 

He  went   for  his  'leven-inch   bowic  knife  :- 
"  I   tries  to  foller  a   Christian  life ; 
But  I  '11  drap  a   slice  of  liver  ur  ^vo, 
My   bloomin'  shrub,  yyhh  you." 

They  carved  in   a  way   that   all  admired. 
Tell  Blood  drawed   n-on   at  last,  and  fired. 
It  took  Seth   Bludso   'twixt  tlic  eyes, 
^^'^"'^'^  caused  him   great  surprise. 
14 
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THE    MVSTI:rY    op    r.ILGAI,. 

Then   coats  wcul  off,  and  all  went   in  ; 
Shots  and  bad  lan-uago  .su-.,ll(..d  the   din, 
The  short,  sharp  bark   ol  Derringers, 
Like  bull-pups,  cheered  the  furse. 

They  piled  the  stiffs  outside  the  door; 
They  made,   I   reckon,   a   cord   or  more. 
Girls  went   tliat   winter,  as  a  rule. 
Alone  to  spellin'-school. 

I  've  sarchcd   in    vain,   fioni   Dan   to   lieer- 
Sheba,  to  make  this  mystery  clear; 
But  I  end  with  M  as  I  did  begin,— 
"Who  got  the  whiskv-hkin?  " 
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